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OCT 23 1351 


SuBJECTs Classified Security jnXoraatica 


ltd 


The President has ' issued m Executive Order ©st&bUshJiig aij 
standards for the classification, transmission and handling of olassi 1 
-infonwtica in the Executive Branch of the Government. 

! Conies of this Executive Order will ba distributed at an early 
hfhlld by necessity the CIA Security Regulations require standarae generally j' ■ 
higher than those prescribed therein, X desire to bring to tna attention i 
©very employee that the principles sad intent of this Order Bust be *&it;uuXljy 
carried out* j |j 

Certain edifications In our procedures will be required and will : j 
be incorporated in changes in our Eegul&tions# The Boat Important of thee© 
changes are? 

The ddsigaation or mrfcfcig of “SECUSOT XOTQMaKOK" which ij 
Brest ba applied to all document© or material the safeguarding 
of which is necessary in tho ; interest of national security. ;j 

More precise aeasuTos to inaura that administrative inforaaiidfi 
©f. the Central InteUigeaoo Agency which.' does not indicate in-i 
teiligoaee sources sod methods is not designated as “bSCUXllT jj 
XKFOBBA'I'ICS^ » 


(2) 


(3) Stricter control by all senior officials to avoid overdo 
fixation and to insure prompt declassification when appro 




t" yv «■>, -}■ 4 ^ Vy 
v* 'AwlvU 


The CIA Security Officer, through the Deputy Director (Adsdnlc , 
has: been instructed to .control and guide all concerned in 'die impleiaanta-j-i^n j 
of this program throughout . tho Agency, to sale© & survey of the classification ; i 
and; declassification, procedure now in aiuect, and to prepare neoe&sary c**&< 
in regulations and procedures* ; 


foe ■ 




WALTTJS B* SMITH 
Director 
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SUBJECTS Additional Hark to? 


of. Claaeiftod roaumoftts 
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1* Kef©r«mce is to Agency Blotto© '■■■■> WEM. 
director of Cerrtr&l Into&ligonco, on too subject ox cxssoiiied socu**.^ i 
toforsatlon* j 

i * . | i 

> 2* Any classified deey3K£a'&> p&p&r or other oXassxiAcn soiwrto^. 

©rir&hattos in tha Agency after £> October 1951? will b& stamped or narked 
kHH ; the words ”J ; r.CuBlTX IKKRIATTOt^ to addition to the usual security 
designations of TOP SECRET, SSCHT, C0Mi?lb£hTIAL or i<b£-‘ifd0u£h 


3 * 


^•Ws«£v* j? 


BegardXaBa ox' cate. ox origin* uiiy CIA clas&ilieu c.qcu.-j 
co~S? or other classified material which is to bo oxstributad oafcsxdo the 
/. r *oacy after 2$ October 1&1 S will bo narked or stamped with the words 
ncFGfiSTw tR^mTlGH” to addition to the usual security designations of 
TOP 1 f.ECE&T, SEGBET* CCmKKtflAL ox- BEEi*U/Ufl* 


Ths wards *j®CBKHPX IBPOBMATKBI 1 '' will be printed* fit _ 
or otherwise masked at least once on each classified document or Ouu 


1; * 


classified aatortol* When practicable-* toe words ««mRlT 


** ? rr r 

V '*/ «. A; A * 



be smaller to sisao than the ueual gee.arity narking* but should fcamsoui 


•\ v o, 


in color an 

' $* ■ Th© use of any of too four security classifications/ 

TO? IGECEIT, SFCBIJT, COKPlbBKTlAl or BEf-TEICT^, combined with tho identi- 
fication n SECbKlTY J»'l r 0.RH:ATXviB , j shall bo strictly limited 'to official 
information which requires safeguarding to tha interest of the security 
of the United States* 


ad placement* 


| i ■ 6. *mmn XKSOM&SI0S" stasias say bo. procured froa Building 

Supn-ly Booso or 'iDopartaental Warehouse* If these stamps are not avails uLs 
by* October, s printed or typewritten designation shall bo used* 

!■ ! I 

7 * Questions concerning; the marking, printing, and othcr^ro- 
i Questions to this ecnnoction* should oo sus.de to the tecuruty GaIj.©* 
6?2, 

FOB THE DIRECTOR Of CE«TB#t IBJJBJJGWK®* 


extension 6 S ?2 * 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Washington, D. C. 


NOTICE 


23 October 1951 


SUBJECT: Additional Marking of Classified Documents 


1. Reference Is made to Agency Notice No 
of Central Intelligence, on the subject of cla^, 



I iff 


signed by thej Director 
security information- i* 


i! !i: 

:l 1;' 


2. Any classified document, paper or other, classified material, origins, ing 

in the Agency after 25 October 1951; will be stamped or 
, -SECURITY INFORMATION" in addition to the usual security designatipns of TO, 

! SECRET, SECRET; CONFIDENTIAL or RESTRICTED. ! Ij 

3 . Regardless of date of origin, any CIA ola».ified 

material which is to be distributed outside the Agency after 25 Ocootei 
! ?Q51 SS be marked or stamped with the words "SECURITY INFORMATION" in addition 
tif the Sual secSity desigritions of TOP SECRET, SECRET, CONFIDENTIAL, or, [ j 
j RESTRICTED. 

4. The words "SECURITY INFORMATION" will be printed, sta»®ed or othg^^e-^ 

marked at least once on each classified document or other clasoi.ied material. ■ 
mar^ea an u "sFCURITY INFORMATION " should be placed immediately 

When practicable, the words SEC • CONFIDENTIAL or I 

below the classification designation ou TO., ' XJ ~' 3 * 3 "cum to tty t wpoEMATI C 

DISTRICTED appearing .t the top of each citified • d 0= nt 

markings normally should be smaller m size than the usual security mar g, * 
i should harmonize in color and placement. 

5 . The use of any of the four security 

the interest of the security of the United States. | £ 

6. "SECURITY INFORMATION" stamps may be proceed from ^^^OctSSr 
jor Departmental Warehouse. If these stamps are not available by 25 Octpber, 

Sprinted or typewritten designation shall be used. jl ] • 

I 7 . Questions concerning the marking, printing and ^tgr 

Sin this connection, should be made to the Security Office, Extension ^d , 


ir i i 


FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENC 



dist: 


ragmifScM 


HALTER REID WOLF 
Deputy Director 
(Administration) 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Washington, D. C. 


25X1A 
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NOTICE 


23 October 1951 


SUBJECT: Classified Security Information 


i! 


\ 1 i 
: i 


■I 


The President has issued an Executive Order establishing minimum 
standards for the classification, transmission and handling of classified | 
information in the Executive Branch of the Government. | . 

i . 

Copies of this Executive Order will be distributed at an ;early date. | 
While by necessity the CIA Security Regulations require standards generally 
higher than those prescribed therein, I desire to bring to the attention of j. i;, 
every employee that the principles and intent of this Order must be faithfully | 
carried out. 

; i ;i . !' 

Certain modifications in our procedures will be required and will 
be incorporated in changes in our Regulations. The most important of these 
changes are: 

| (l) The designation or marking of "SECURITY INFORMATION" which |j ■ j ||i 

au 3 t be applied to all documents or material the safeguarding 
of which is necessary in the interest of national security. j| j h 

I - (2) More precise measures to insure that administrative information: j 

of the Central Intelligence Agency which does not indicate in- jj 
telligence sources and methods is not designated as "SECURITY 
INFORMATION." j j . ■ -jj 

| i ; ; 

(3) Stricter control by all senior officials to avoid overplassi- 

fication and to insure prompt declassification when appropriate. :: 

The CIA Security Officer, through the Deputy Director (Administration): 
has been instructed to control and guide all concerned in the implementation 
of this program throughout the agency, to make a survey of the classification 
and declassification procedure now in effect, and to prepare necessary qhanges 
in regulations and procedures. ! I ! il 


FOlAb3b 


WALTER B. SMITH 
Director 


DISTRIBUTION NO. 6 


i I ; 
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TO HEADS OF 

I 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N G TO N 



September 2 it, 1951 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES: 
have today signed an Executive Order prescribing minimum 



STATINTL 


standards for the classification, transmission and handling of offi- 
cial information relating to the security of the Nation. 

This order mil apply to all Departments and agencies in 
the Executive Branch of the Government and, therefore, it is of the 
highest importance that the responsible officials of all agencies 
familiarize themselves -with its requirements and understand its pur- 
poses. In this connection I "want to emphasize particularly several 
aspects of this Executive Order. 



In the past relatively few agencies, such as the Departments 
of State and Defense, have had a need to classify information for 
security purposes. Now, however, with the broad ramifications of our 
national security effort, many additional agencies are required to ' 
handle classified security information. This, in turn, has made it 
necessary to prescribe these minimum standards for application through- 
out the Executive Branch of the Government. 


However, I want it clearly understood in all agencies, de- 
fense and non-defense, that these regulations are to be used exclusively 
to safeguard the security of the Nation and are not to be used, under 
any circumstances , for any other purpose. It is my hope that the 
practical effect of these regulations will be to make more, rather than 
less, information about the Government available to the people. This 
should result from the segregation of security information from non- 
security information. To put the matter bluntly, these regulations are 
designed to keep security information away from potential enemies and 
must not be used to withhold non-security information or to cover up 
mistakes made by any official or employee of the Government. In order 
to prevent any misunderstanding about this , these regulations prohibit 
the use of security classifications on non-security information even 
when the disclosure of such non-security information is forbidden by 
law (as in the case of census and income tax information). This policy 
is spelled out in paragraph 3 of Part I of the Regulation. 

Your attention is directed specifically to the fact that para- 
graph 25 (b) of Part IV requires that security information "shall be 
assigned the lowest security classification consistent with its proper 
protection" and that paragraph 28 (c) of Part IV directs that "It shall 
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hp +hp responsibility ani obligation of every Government official to 
tee^lSsifiX security information in his custody constantly under 
review and to initiate action toward downgrading or declassification 
ITlTon as^conditions warrant.- Strict adherence to these Provisions 
is absolutely essential for, otherwise, oyer-classificationor fai 
to downgrade or declassify in timely fashion will defeat the very 
purpose of these regulations. 

In order to further the above objectives of Protectingthat 
information upon which the security of ths Nation depends, of limiting 
ri verification to purely security matters, of using the lowest appro- 
priate classification, and of downgrading or declassifying information 
S rSiS^ as condiSori permit, I have directed the National Security 
Council through its Interdepartmental Committee on Internal Security 
+ furnish advice and assistance to the Departments and agencies in 

uith these regulations a* to maintain ^continuing review 
of the Classification activities in every department or agency to in 
sure uniform and proper application of -these regulations, including 
declassification whenever possible. 

I wish to urge upon every Department and agency head consci- 
entious JL to the spirit and letter of ■ ^ ***£%£? 
interest of safeguarding the national security on > , 

the 6 protect! on of * the public's right to information on the other hand. 
Tn the latter connection, I expect each Department head or his desig- 
nated subordinate to investigate promptlyandcarefulty ^ 
instance of unjustified use of security classifications. In consid 
^=3 and indeed in original determinations on classi- 
. ri it should be borne in mind that improper application of the 
cSsiftoatiof P^ers is repulsive to our democratic form of Government 
STweS S^mment procedures with unnecessary and expensive rs- 

strictions. "" 
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TO « Acting Chief, Security Division ' $ April l oe & 

SUBJECT* Revised C.X.A, Seourlty Regulations. 


1. Submitted herewith for the eoni&deretian of the appropriate 
X & *18 officials* are four copies of a draft of the Revtaed C.X.A* 
Security Hegulutione prepared by this office* 

St. It pill be observed that eowe new sections haw been added, 
other flections have boon considerably changed or enlarged, and still 
other motions have boon ‘'spelled out” worn explicitly. It also will 
be noted that a number of the security measures have been tightened 
upt anti in on© or two oases procedures have been modified where it 
wine deerod they served no particularly useful security purpose# 

3. Tn developing the revisions, X have drawn upon voluK&notts 
notes which X had accumulated over the peat two years or wore. During 
the revision proceso I consulted at considerable length from time to 
ti m, with Mwvngoasnt, O.C.D., and to a lesser extent with 0.5.0., 

O.P.C., md a fbw others. * 

U. 5ino# the product that ft Merges will be the C.I.A. /Jocurity 
"lAble", I gladly will spend whatever tiae I ouy bo called upon, 
during or after working hours, to explain any provisions of the 
revised draft and answer all questions related thereto. 

$, rt night, be mentioned that one of the realistic notifications 
that we propose in the revised regulations is to peralt noriborc of 
C.I.A. to take "JBOTICTt®* natter homo to perform official work tlwreon. 
Aocordingly, it would be perfectly proper fbr the I 6 BS recipients to 
take the revised regulations hone for review pa’poaes if they fine', it 
desirable to do so beoaun® of the press of work at th® office. 


i 25X1 A 


6* I attach four copies of the current C.I.ft. Security Regulations 
Manual that you my wish for purposes of comparison. The meterlal 
somorine in Appendix "A* of the current rarnual will not appear in the 
Revised Security Re gulati ons Mrnmsl, but will be included, in revieed 
fowl, in RsgulationlHHehioh will set forth the details of all C.X.*. 
edralnistrativo proosiiures. In sections. 




